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The Spirit

“Spirit of the Living God, fall
afresh on me...” When singing
this song on a beautiful spring
evening at a recent prison ser-
vice, it was as though | was
hearing it for the first time.

I was struck by the “fall afresh
on me.” In this song we aren't
saying, “We got the Spirit once,
thank you very much.” Rather,
we are asking for the Spirit to
fall afresh — new and repeated.
Once is simply not enough for
God's fragile children. | think
that's why God sent the Holy

Executive Director
Mary Mortenson

kite form a cross that gives the
kite strength and keeps it from
collapsing. The STRING is the
“Connection” that enables the
kite to fly, which reminds us of
our connection to God. The
TAIL provides balance. A pris-
on congregation gives balance
through Word, sacrament, study
and worship. The WIND or spir-
it provides the lift so the kite can
fly and is the “wind beneath the
wings” of every Christian. Those
who remember and support the
efforts of PCA provide enor-
mous strength, like the PAPER
that holds the kite all together.

Spirit so that again and again,

we could be showered, something for which |
think we all hunger. Through prison congrega-
tions, | get to observe and experience that “falling
afresh” in many ways.

The Spirit falls afresh through experience. There
were the writers’ workshops at two different pris-
on congregations when some of the participants
simply started to sing. There was the meeting in
which PCA board members offered encourage-
ment and love to the congregational leadership
team who had shown extraordinary hospitality.
A first time visitor commented through her tears
that taking communion with and from the inmate
congregants was moving beyond description.
There was the special music with which the con-
gregation could not keep from singing along, and
then bursting into applause at its close. Hand-
shakes during sharing the peace are lifelines as
the Spirit flows from person to person. There are
laughter and even tears, shared within the safety
of congregation. The Spirit falls afresh.

I cannot think of the Spirit without considering
the kite, which has long been a symbol for PCA.
In most prisons, the memo that an inmate fills out
in order to see a pastor or some other profession-
al is called a “kite.” We use this beautiful symbol
with explanation: The SUPPORT STICKS of the

The Spirit falls afresh.

Among all these examples of “falling afresh”
none is more poignant to me than something that
happened on that spring evening when we sang
“Spirit of the Living God.” During the service |
had mentioned that there is a congregation of
women in Memphis, Tennessee, called Grace
Place, who will someday be a part of PCA. After
the service, one of the men came up to me and
said, “When you go back to Tennessee, you tell
those girls that they are not alone. We are pray-
ing for them.” In that moment | was bathed in the
Spirit as | realized that this man knows that he is
part of a larger whole and that as a child of God,
he is connected to God’s children everywhere.
This realization happens through congregation,
and | was affirmed again, that our work is im-
portant. On the heels of that affirmation came
thanks for you, for without your support, this
work simply could not continue.

May you rejoice in the Spirit falling afresh on
you.

Serving Joyfully,

s

Mary
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Email Newsletters

If you would prefer to receive your PCA newsletter via email,
please contact us at mary @ prisoncongregations.org

Visit us on the Web at www.prisoncongregations.org







